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KEITH ALLMARK — TRIBUTE 
Statement by Member for Mirrabooka 

MS J.M. FREEMAN (Mirrabooka) [12.50 pm]: A champion of the Balga, Western Australian and 
international community, Mr Keith Allmark, passed away peacefully on 26 October 2016 at the age of 83. 
Keith’s life was dedicated to his family and the displaced people of Burma. He devoted over 50 years to assist 
newly arrived refugees settle into Australian life. Having migrated from Burma in 1964, he set about breaching 
the boundaries within our multicultural community and ensuring success for new Australians. Keith was 
a founding member of the Burma Friends Association, now known as the Burmese Association of 
Western Australia. He was also a chairman of the Tribal Refugee Welfare Association of Western Australia, an 
adviser to the Burmese National League for Democracy in Western Australia and a committee member of the 
Metropolitan Migrant Resource Centre. He took on volunteer roles including founder, chairperson, welfare 
worker, advocate, spokesman, administrator, caseworker, driver and general supporter to ensure the 
organisations delivered to the people they catered and cared for. Keith’s commitment to Burmese refugees saw 
him travel, at his own personal cost, to the Thailand–Burma border some 14 times, using his motor mechanical 
training to set up the Aussie motor mechanic training school for young refugees stranded in Thailand. Keith’s 
energy and compassion was commended and his work recognised many times including at the Australian 
Refugee Week awards and as a Western Australian Citizen of the Year nominee. When I saw Keith at 
Karen New Year in January this year he was proud to have received the Free Burma Rangers Meritorious 
Service Medal for the second time. According to my notes, the citation stated — 

For his outstanding spiritual, moral and material support for the displaced people of Burma and the 
Free Burma Rangers relief teams. His actions set an example for all to follow and he is a blessing to us all. 

Keith Allmark redefined what it was to be a humanitarian and strived for a world that valued everyone. 
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